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For more information or to book your trip

 Call 716-693-0793

The Way To Go 
Tours Inc.
“Your Guide to Discovery”

Details:  www.thewaytogotours.com
Questions:  waytogo580@gmail.com

Aug. 9 – 30th Annual Best of Buffalo 

Aug. 30 – Erie, PA Waterfront & Presque Isle

Sept. 5-8 – Cape Cod & Nantucket with 
    Boston

Sept. 14 – Conewango Valley Amish - 
    Southern Tier

Oct. 10-13 – Hoosier Fall Foliage, Indiana

Oct. 19 – PA Amish - New Wilmington, PA

Oct. 21 – Christmas in the Woods,  
    Columbiana, OH

Nov. 14-15 – Miracle of Christmas,  
    Lancaster, PA

Dec. 3 – Buffalo Choral Arts Christmas  
    Concert

Dec. 6 – Christmas with Elvis and Friends

Dec. 14 – BPO Christmas Pops

Collette Tours:  
Best refund Policy w/their Cancellation Insurance

Nov. 6-14 – Tropical Costa Rica - Please Call
Jan. 16-29, 2024 – Journey to Antarctica - 
    Aboard the National Geographic Explorer 
    - Please Call
Apr. 7-17, 2024 – British Landscapes,  
    Paris Post Tour

3121 Grand Island Blvd. Grand Island  
(Conveniently located right off the NYS Thruway, Long Rd. Exit 20)

Visit us on Facebook 
for information on 

special events!

Celebrating Over 60 Years in Business

Most Unique Shopping Experiences!
Our Christmas 

Rooms are Open!
Bring in your 

Out-of-Town Guests!

Choose Your Favorite Old Fashioned 
    Candy from Over 100 Jars

Homemade Chocolate & Candy

Unique Giftware 

North Tonawanda Mayor 
Austin Tylec was on hand 
earlier this week for a news 
conference announcing that 
“Thunder on Niagara” would 
be returning to Gratwick Park. 

“We couldn’t be more excit-
ed for this kickoff,” he said. 

Tylec called the event one 
of the biggest seen in Western 
New York and in New York 
state. 

“There’s a lot of noise, a lot 
of excitement. There’s a lot of 
great organizations involved,” 
he said.

Mike Geblein said the boat 
whose crew he works on, the 
Hydro-Fish, aka GP88, reach-
es speeds of 160 to 170 mph. 
A big competitor is Ken Brodie 
of Grand Island, driving GP:50. 
He said the Hydroplane Rac-
ing League here is the premier 
racing league in the nation.

Roesch said, “This is an in-
ternational event – there’s no 
question about it. We have 
boats from Ontario, boats from 
Quebec, and we even have 
three boats from New Zea-
land that will be attending this 
year’s event.”

He noted it’s a cooperative 
event with North Tonawanda: 
“It’s a tremendous venue, not 
only for the boat races, but 
also for the spectators.”

On Wednesday, Roesch also 
highlighted what he calls “the 
Grand Island Navy,” a fl otilla of 
hometown boat owners, race 
drivers and crew from Grand 
Island who are fan favorites of 
many at the “Thunder on the 
Niagara.”

“You have an individual – his 
father was racing and now he’s 
racing – Greg Barker,” Roesch 
said. “Between him and his fa-
ther, there’s probably over 70 
years of boat racing they’ve 
been involved with. Then you 
have Ken Brodie driving the 
GP:50. We have Dan Kanfoush 
– he’s driving a boat, and Mike 

Geblein, who is pit crew. He’s 
been involved with the boats 
for over 40 years, and he lives 
on Grand Island.”

Roesch outlined a history of 
venues for the event.

“The Niagara Frontier Boat 
Racing Association, who puts 
the race on, has been racing on 
the Niagara River for 82 years. 
They basically started out at 
the foot of Sheridan Drive in 

the Town of Tonawanda, went 
to the (Buffalo) Launch Club 
(on Grand Island). Then we 
raced at the Isleview, then we 
raced at Niawanda Park, and 
now we’re at Gratwick Park in 
North Tonawanda” for about 
12 years, he said.

Gratwick Park is ideal for 
boat racing, Roesch said, be-
cause you’ve got the whole 
park to work with, and they can 

allow recreational vessel traf-
fi c to proceed at a slow pace 
along the Grand Island shore, 
where they can anchor, if they 
wish, and watch the race. 

“Unlike when we’re rac-
ing at, say, Niawanda Park 

or Isleview; we had to pretty 
much shut the river down,” he 
said.

Roesch said he is excited 
about the upcoming boat 
racing: “Probably the most 
gratifying news so far is the 
weather conditions. Saturday 
and Sunday, they’re supposed 
to be in the low to mid-70s and 
hardly any wind. So, of all the 
years that we’ve been putting 
the boat race on, I’m hoping 
and crossing my fi ngers that 
the weather conditions stay 
the same as what they’re pre-
dicting.”

‘Thunder’ set to boom

Hydro-Fish crew member Mike Geblein, left, talks to North Tonawanda Mayor Austin Tylec about the “Thunder on the 
Niagara” hydroplane races returning this Saturday and Sunday, to Gratwick Park in North Tonawanda.

Continued from Page 1 Plan to Go
“Thunder on the Niag-

ara” returns to Gratwick 
Park in North Tonawa-
nda starting at 10 a.m. 
Saturday and Sunday
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